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1746. Mahe de la Bourdonnais, who had equipped a
fleet at his own expense, besieged Madras, which sur-
rendered. The Governor, Nicholas Morse, a descendant of
Cromwell, and the chief merchants, were carried off as
prisoners to Pondicherry. Robert Clive, at that time a
young civilian, escaped to Fort St David, and obtained an
Ensign's commission.
1749.    Fort St George was restored to the  English
under the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, and taken possession
of by Admiral Boscawen ("old Dreadnought").    In this
year, Chanda Sahib, whose release from prison had been
obtained by Dupleix, was, with the support of the French,
proclaimed Nawab of the Carnatic.    Three years later, he
was put to death by the Raja of Tanjore, and his head was
sent to Muhammad Ali, the British candidate for the office
of Nawab.
1750.   Masulipatam, with the surrounding country, was
given to the French by the Nizam, and, from 1753 to 1759,
the English were excluded.
1751.    Clive was besieged by an army under Chanda
Sahib's son in the fort of Arcot, and, after a siege of fifty
days, the enemy was compelled to retire.    For his brilliant
services during the siege, Clive was pronounced by Pitt "a
heaven-born genius."
1752.   Captain John Dalton, the commandant at Trichi-
nopoly, defended the town on behalf of Muhammad Ali
against the Regent of Mysore and the Maratha Morari
Rao, till he was relieved by Stringer Lawrence.
1753.    The whole of the Northern Circars were handed
over to the French by the Subadar, or Moghul Viceroy of
the Deccan.    In this year, the French were defeated by
Stringer Lawrence on the plain near Trichinopoly close to
the spot now known as Fakir's Rock, at the battle of the
Golden Rock.    Iron cannons and shot found  at Trichi-
nopoly, and preserved in the Madras Museum, are probably